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NOW 
AY 


i 
g 
c 
§ 
5 
















Af \ 

H 1\ 

1 
WELL, | THANK A \ 
EVERYONE FOR =< \ NI 
ATTENDING THIS \ 


MEETING DESPITE 
YOUR BUSY 


VW 





/ 

















SCHEDULES. 


as 


RIDICULOUS SCANDAL 
BY HAVING AN ILLICIT 
RELATIONSHIP WITH 
A STATE GUEST. 


CALLING HIS 
ACCOUNTABILITY 
AND ADULT 
ETHICS INTO 
QUESTION. 





TODAY WE HAVE 
THE CASE OF IKKI 
KUROGANE-KUN. 
ALTHOUGH HE'S 

HE'S CAUSED A COME OF AGE, 


LEAGUE OF MAGE-KNIGHT NATIONS 
JAPANESE BRANCH 


aD = 3\=a' 
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WHETHER 
IKKI-KUN IS. 
PROPERLY 


AND SO, 
WE'RE HERE 


QUALIFIED TO TO CAREFULLY 
BE A KNIGHT. EXAMINE 


NO NEED 

WE ALL TO BE SO 

SUPPORT UPTIGHT. 
You 











WE'LL HEAR 
YOUR REASONING 
FOR THIS 
UNPRECEDENTED 
SCANDAL, 














THE EXPLANATION 
GIVEN BY YOUR 
FATHER, THE 
DIRECTOR. 











YOU'RE ABOUT 
TO ENTER THE 
SEVEN STARS 
SWORD-ART 
FESTIVAL, 

WE DON'T RIGHT? 

WANT TO 

WASTE ALL 

THAT HARD 

WORK. 





IKKU-KUN, 

I IT TRUE THAT 
YOU'RE IN AN INTIMATE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH 
THE SECOND PRINCESS 
OF THE VERMILLION 
EMPIRE, MISS STELLA 
VERMILLION? 


WE'D RATHER 
NOT EXPEL YOU 
WHATEVER YOUR 
REASONING 
WAS. 


NOW, 
LET'S FIRST 
REVIEW THE 

FACTS. 





THE NIGHT APTER 
My FIRST MATCH 
IN THE SEVEN 
STARS SWORD- 
ART FESTIVAL 
SELECTION 
BATTLES. 


AND WHEN 
DID THAT 
BEGIN? 


YOU STARTED 


AFTER FIRST 
MEETING HER, 


DIDN'T YOU... 











\ OUR GENERATION | 
TOOK THINGS =| 
SLOWER WHEN 





at 





EXCUSE ME, BUT 
WE'RE NOTHING eaaiad 
LIKE WHA 





YOU AND THE 
NEWSPAPERS 
ARE SAYING— 


PLEASE 
FORGIVE 
ME. 


YOU WEREN'T 
THINKING WHEN YOU 
STARTED A SEXUAL 
RELATIONSHIP WITH 
ANOTHER COUNTRY’S 
PRINCESS, AM I 
RIGHT? 


PLEASE SPEAK 
ONLY WHEN 
PERMITTED, 


OTHERWIGE, 
YOU'LL JUST 
GIVE A BAD 
IMPRESSION, 
YOU KNOW. 


SINCE YOU 
WANT TO 
TALK SO 
MUCH, T’LL 
ASK THIS. 























EVEN THOUGH 
SUCH CONDUCT’S 
DANGEROUS 
ENOUGH TO START 
AN DIPLOMATIC 
INCIDENT, 















YOU ONLY 
CARED ABOUT 
HAVING FUN. 










you 
REALLY ARE 


I'VE NEVER 
INTENDED TO 
JUST PLAY 
AROUND. 





SINCERELY 
IN LOVE. 


WELL, I WAS 
ALSO LIKE THAT 
ONCE. THE FIRST 
GIRL YOU FALL 

IN LOVE WITH 
REALLY SEEMS 
ONCE-IN-A-LIFE- 

TIME. 








SPLITTING 
HAIRS, ARE 
YOU? SUCH = 
REBELLION. STELLA AND 
I ARE BOTH 
ADULTS. 


TO TAKE OUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
SERIOUSLY? 





THEY QUESTION ME ABOUT 
ADULT RESPONSIBILITY, 


UTHISIISNT/ABOUTS 
(EXAMINING ME} 


I ALREADY 
KNEW FROM 
LOOKING AT THE 
EVENING PAPER. 





SURE, IT WAS PTHEINEWS} 
SENSATIONAL FOR ME INARRATIVELWAS} 
TO BE INTIMATE WITH ODDJFROM)T HES 
A PRINCESS STUDYING [BEGINNINGS 


ABROAD. 


BUT STELLAYAND,IN ~N 
ARE ADULTS WITH 
THE LEGAL RIGHT 

TO MARRY. 













THAT, WOULD BEA IF, SAY, STELLA'S) | 
PERSONAL MATTER FATHER THE KINGOF 





VERMILLION WERE 
10 DeALeROvE 










BETWEEN THE Oh _ 
THREE OF US. | 








ER\WORDS? 
THERE! SOME! 
CALCULATED, 

\BURPOSE:. 


Lees 
10 HAVE ME 
ADMIT FAULT 
~ ON.MY OWN. 


WW AS ASTUDENT 
MAGE-KNIGHT. 





BRANCH ANYWAY.’ 


IN THAT CASE, 

RATHER THAN 

_TRY TO PRESS 
> MY.CLAIM, 


QUIET AND REFUSE — 
TO INCRIMINATE 
MYSELF. 





WHETHER 
YOU TREAT 
ME WITH 
FAVOR OR 
IT DISDAIN, 
DOESN'T 
MATTER 
AT ALL. 


I LOVE 
STELLA 


AND 
INCERELY, 
STELLA TRULY NCE 


LOVES ME 
IN RETURN. 


SO I DON'T 
THINK WE 
DID ANYTHING 
WRONG, 


AND WE 
WON'T TELL 
OTHERS WE 

MADE A 

MISTAKE. 










WHEN WE 










EMBRACE, 
| KNOW | 
VKNOW HOW ~ LOVE STELLA NO! 4 
WONDERFUL MATTER WHAT. 
THE SMILES : We 
WE SHARE 
ALWAYS ARE. 












"LLOVE YOU. AND | SAID THIS 
| WANT TO TELL TO STELLA— 
EVERYONE THAT 

WITH PRIDE." 





AVREAL MAN 
DOESN'T BACK 

DOWN IN 

WHEN OTHERS SILENCE 
TRY TO CLAIM 
HE'S WRONG. 







THIS Is ~~ f $01 
AN EMOTION 7) wort 
_'LL NEVER 


RUN AWAY. 
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THEN THAT 


SY STORY ABOUT 
§ KUROGANE-KUN 
IS TRUE AFTER 
ALL, HUH? 


EVEN THOUGH 
YOU FINALLY 
GOT OVER 
YOUR COLD, 


YOU'RE GIVING 
OUT SUCH SHARP 
KILLING INTENT, 
STELLA-CHAN. 


D0 You 
THINK I'D BE 
SMILING 
AFTER THEY 
WRITE WHATEVER 
NONSENSE THEY 
WANT IN THE 
PAPERS? 





HUGE SCANDAL, 
AFTER ALL. 


BUT TREATING 


TIONSHIP AS Pe 
IF IT'S SO iS DP 
TERRIBLE IS 7 





It 
LOOKS LIKE 
THE ETHICS 
COMMITTEE 

IS THROWING 
SOME REAL 


FORCING 
IT INTO 
THE NEWS, 


BUT THEY EVEN 
SHOVED A SPECIAL 
BULLETIN INTO THE 

MIDDLE OF A KING OF 
KNIGHTS PERFOR- 
MANCE BROADCAST. 


I KNOW MY WAY WHAT 
AROUND THE DO you 
MEAN? 


STILL, WE 
KNOW WHY 
THEY'RE 
DOING THAT. 


THEY'RE 
BUILDING UP 
THE VERMILLION 
SCANDAL STORY 


JUST BET- 





THE KOK IS \ 
CONTROLLED 


BY THE 
LEAGUE, 
WHICH IS 
WHY THEY 
COULD DO 


ISN'T IKKI 
JUST A 
NORMAL 

STUDENT!? 


SOMETHING LIKE 
| THAT, ON THE 
WORLD'S BIGGEST 


ENTERTAINMENT 
VENUE... IS HUGE, 
ISN'T IT? 


WHY WOULD 
IKKI'S FATHER 
GO THIS FAR TO 

QUASH HIM!? 




















ss BECAUSE 

THAT'S THE KIND 
OF FATHER 
WE HAVE. 






\\\\ ONG 
} THAT'S THE 


KIND OF 
PERSON 
HE IS. 


/) 






































BUT THAT'S WHY 
NOTHING HE DOES 
SURPRISES ME. 














AND WE CAN 
UNDERSTAND BECAUSE OF 


YOUR POSITION 
YOU WANTING TO l 
WHAT AVOID THAT DURING IT WOULD 
BEAN le THE SEVEN STARS DEFINITELY 
WHAT YOU'RE FESTIVAL SEASON, CAUSE AN 
GOING TO DO 





so lr's 
NOT LIKE 

WE'RE 
CRITICIZING 








YOU GUESS 
THAT THERE'S 
A CHANCE 
ONII-SAMA WILL 
BE EXPELLED? 














NOT LIKELY, 
THE WAY 
THINGS ARE 











AND IF THE 
LEAGUE LISED 
EXPULSION 
TOO CASUALLY, 
THAT WOULD 
BE LIKE THEM 
CREATING CRIMINALS 
THEMSELVES. 


SO THE LEAGUE, 
WHICH WANTS TO 
KEEP TABS ON 
EVERYONE, |S 
RELUCTANT TO 
USE EXPULSION. 


FOR A STUDENT 
KNIGHT WHO'S 
‘STILL IN THE 
SCHOOL SYSTEM 
ESPECIALLY, 


EXPULSION 
IS VERY 
RARE. 


FOR ONE 
THING, EXPULSION 
IS GENERALLY 
LIMITED TO BLAZERS 
WHO USE THEIR 
POWERS FOR 
CRIMINAL ACTS. 


BECAUSE WHICH 


4 WOULD BE SAFER, 


THE MAD DOG YOU 

HAVE ON A LEASH, 

OR THAT MAD D0G 
RUNNING WILD? 





I WONDER 
|| WHAT SENPAI'S 
GOING THROUGH 


3| RIGHT NOW. 












ATATIME AS 
IMPORTANT AS 
ENTERING THE 
SWORD-ART 
FESTIVAL, 


I'M DRAGGING 
HIM DOWN...! 




















DON'T YOU 

UNDERSTAND 
WHY ONII-SAMA 
IS SUFFERING SO 
MUCH FOR YOU? 


BUT STILL, 
HE'S INSISTS 
FACING 
THEM HEAD 


BECAUSE HE 
DOESN'T TO SEE 
PEOPLE MOCKING 
YOUR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH COARSE 
MOTIVES. THAT'S 
SOMETHING HE 


JUST CAN'T STAND. 


ONII-SAMA CAN 
OOSE TO 
REMAIN SILENT 


| AND REFUSE TO 


RESPOND TO THE 


7\ ETHICS COMMITTEE. 








THAT'S HOW 
PRECIOUS... 


WON'T 
FORGIVE 
you. 


OF YOU SMASH 
SCHOOL PROPERTY 
WITHOUT A CARE IN 
THE WORLD, HUH? 








SOMEBODY 
COULD COME FIX 
ME UP AS EASILY 

AFTER WORK — 
LIKE THIS TOO. |\\ 








LET'S TALK 
A BIT ABOUT 
KUROGANE. 





eA 
.sHE SAID, \j WO 
AND ALSO THAT |, Jy, Sy 
HE'S COMING To |W’ ¢ 
JAPAN SOON. 


SELECTION 








IF THE KING 
OF VERMILLION 
COMES HERE 
IT WON'T BE HIMSELF, 
ABOLIT KUROGANE'S 
PERSONAL MEETING 
OR His ETHICS 
INQUIRY ANYMORE. 


THE REDSUITS IN 
THE ETHICS COMMIT- 
TEE WILL HAVE TO 
TABLE KUROGANE’S 
MATTER. 


IF THE KING HIMSELF 

HAPPENS TO APPROVE 

OF KUROGANE AFTER 
THEY MEET, 


THOSE PEOPLE 

WILL HAVE THE 

AND THEN IT’S BASIS OF THEIR 
THEIR TURN ACCUSATIONS 
UNDER THE YANKED OUT 


MICROSCOPE. FROM UNDER 
THEM, 





THEY INTRUDED WE'RE GOING 
" IN MY DOMAIN TO COUNTER- 
AND ENTANGLED ATTACK? 
MY STUDENTS IN 
THEIR GAMES. 


TLL HAVE 
THEM REGRET 
IT UNTIL 
THEY DIE. 


SS. 


YOU SEEM |esespmaiany Ty 


I EXPECTED. 
I FIGURED 

YOU'D BE MORE 

OVERWHELMED. 












"LLOVE YOU. 
AND | WANT TO 
\ TELL EVERYONE 


; Sy_IKKI'S PUTTING 

THOSE WORDS 

INTO PRACTICE. 

BECAUSE HE 
LOVES ME 
THAT MUCH. 


/ \/ 
AG00D | bee 
ara /FIGHT 
TOO! 
EVERYTHING 
TO.THE MAN. 


; WHAT ONLY 


1 CAN DO. 
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